PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER THAN WE RECOGNISE!

God,

You have gathered us

 in this place 

at this time 

to be your church.

May all that we do and are 

build your kingdom.

Amen.
If you drive into Cambourne and go beyond Morrisons supermarket and look down to the end of the new High Street you see a tall triangular building pointing upwards -a church! Given its prime site and simple but striking architectural design this new building communicates clearly of a Christian presence.   
It has been a privilege to be part of what God has been doing in Cambourne over these past nine years. From meeting first in a doctor’s waiting room to a portacabin, to a community hall to now have a multi-purpose building has been an exciting journey. Moving house and living in a growing new development has provided a dynamic backdrop for reflecting upon life and faith. Being part of Cambourne from the start the church has attempted to provide residents with space to see beyond all the material stuff whilst looking to make a practical difference to peoples lives. In the process of working out what our faith is about it becomes apparent that our lives are not our own and that there is bigger picture being painted of which we are but a small part.

The first conversations were had in the mid 1980s about the new development that became known as Cambourne. Even at that early planning stage voices spoke out for human flourishing and for the role of the Christian church in helping with that. In the early 1990s the churches decided that given the success of the Bar Hill experience – a multi-denominational church –was the best way to approach this new development. Cambourne church got going ten years ago by welcoming new residents and organising groups for young families and for seniors to meet. However despite the witness of the Church School, the developing work amongst young people and a variety of community social events the most important question for residents was until very recently ‘when is there going to be a church in Cambourne?’ -meaning a building!
BEGIN WITH WHAT YOU HAVE 

We have had to trim our cloth to suit our budget more than once in this building project but throughout the process we have believed that there would be a church in Cambourne. The delays have forced Cambournites out of their usual attitude that things arrive instantly and towards prayer. 
There have been moments when it was unclear how the building would be ever realised. I recall distinctly one afternoon out when I was out cycling –praying as I cycled -as my heart beat furiously –God when, how…please!!! I halted for a breather in a small village where I parked my bike and went into a field. I almost snorted as in the distance were the elegant and dreamy spires of Cambridge churches and colleges. Turning to my left at the other edge of the field however I spotted a few bags of sand and cement and a collection of bricks. Obviously for someone’s small project. As I looked at these odd assortment of building materials I sensed God saying don’t look over there –to Cambridge –but look at these bricks -get started with what you have!   

The greatest gift God has given the church is the people that have arrived here. We come from different places and different faith traditions or none! Yet the skills and experiences that have emerged from local Christians have helped us build on the shoulders of our predecessors –skills of communication, administration and music, talents with young people and of the building industry!  
In our age of transition and restlessness the importance of place and belonging has been rediscovered. Being someone for whom church was and is about people, I’ve been amazed by the impact that the new church building has had upon the local community. I was speaking recently to someone who only months before had been labelling herself as an atheist. She confessed to liking the intimacy and inspiration that the church space communicated. In a new development where distinctive architectural character is rare and life is often designed to be functional the extravagant height, the quality of the finish and the simple but pleasing style of the building is proving attractive to residents.

HOSPITALITY & MISSION
With the opening of the new building we now have regular morning prayer and an additional new parents group has started. We designed the building to be for welcome -which in the cultural language of our day means café. We are now running monthly café worship and are about to start a daily drop in café around the hours of the school run. 

We still hope to add an additional hall for our work with teenagers and a quiet chapel in the near future. What essentially sets us apart from a community centre is  offering space to pray in the building.   

We were keen to ask the local Roman Catholic congregation to hold their mass in the building. They were up until this point meeting in the local Church School. Since moving into the church numbers attending mass have jumped up. Sharing the same building has brought closer co-operation between the two congregations and more joint participation in projects such as the café and the church school are encouraging.     

 
On reaching this new stage in the life of the church here there is so much to give thanks for. There is still however so much we can do to make the most of all the opportunities that God gives us in Cambourne. This building will not save Cambourne for only God can do that. It is however a gift that we offer the community in our mission to serve Cambourne with the good news of the gospel.    
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