APPENDIX A:  (from the draft business plan for the Cottenham Community Centre)

The Methodist Story in Cottenham  – the past and the future

A
The Past - The Methodists in Cottenham 

There have been Methodists in Cottenham for over 150 years. They were late-comers to a village with a rich tradition of non-conformity stretching back at least 300 years. A Wesleyan society was formed in 1842. The present building was built in 1864. The school room was added in 1911.

Under the slogan inherited from its founder, John Wesley, that ‘there is no holiness but social holiness,’ the Methodist people have always been deeply committed to social justice, education and to everything that leads to the flourishing of the common life. 

The Methodist Chapel in Cottenham is no exception to this. From its earliest days to the present day, it has promoted work amongst children and young people, and amongst adults, acting as a catalyst for all manner of social activity.  Through its fund-raising it has contributed generously to a variety of causes throughout the UK and abroad. It is astonishing how many people brought up in Cottenham have reason to be thankful for the part the building once played in their lives.

Patterns of worship and spirituality change. The Methodist Church acknowledges that the traditional life of worship and service that used to be the heart of the building’s life can no longer be sustained. 

B
The Future – The Methodists in Cottenham – two over-lapping strategies.

The challenge to churches today is to find ways in which people who are not at home with the traditional categories of Christian spiritual discourse may explore their deepest needs and thus enrich their lives and the lives of those around them. There is a deep spiritual thirst, not least among the young, who, not encumbered with the tired legacies of the past, are conscious of the aimlessness of much of contemporary culture. They express their profound dis-ease in many ways. The Methodist understanding of social spirituality resonates with their need.

The Methodist people do not wish to withdraw from Cottenham. Quite the reverse. Methodist plans for Cottenham have two over-lapping elements, the first of which is the primary interest of this business plan. 

i
The building

The Methodist Church welcomes the re-formatting of its building so that it can serve the practical and the spiritual needs of the community in a way that is appropriate and accessible to the secular society of the 21st century. An expression of Methodist support for the community centre project is the church’s willingness to release the building at a peppercorn rent.

No more needs to be said on that head here.

ii
Pioneer ministry

The Methodist Church is applying for national church funding to establish a ‘pioneer ministry’ in the north of the Cambridge Circuit. The church will seek an ordained person with appropriate skills to work across Northstowe
 (the New Town to be built beside Longstanton), Oakington and Cottenham. The task laid upon this person will be to emulate in partnership with other churches what has been achieved at Bar Hill
 and Cambourne
. Both churches are a vision of the future for faith communities in Britain. In both places, the faith community has acted as a catalyst for the growth and nourishment of the wider society, and at the same time has become a new focus for Christian worship and faith exploration. In Northstowe, a green-field site, the Methodist pioneer minister will work within the mission strategy of the Cambridgeshire Ecumenical Council as part of an ecumenical team. In Cottenham, he or she will work out of the new centre and in collaboration with the existing congregations of Cottenham. 

It is not envisaged that the pioneer minister will play any part in the managing the new centre, except to be a Methodist presence on the management committee. The centre must be self-sustaining. Rather, the pioneer minister will be available to the centre as a resource for the centre’s own mission in Cottenham. 

The centre will, by its nature, be a resource for all the faith community in Cottenham. The centre will offer opportunities for formal and informal gathering, and the Christian community will make use of it as would any other. There are no plans for the Methodist church to establish an office in the new centre. Nevertheless, it will inevitably be one of the places where the Methodist minister is to be found and where any group that he or she might gather together would naturally meet. That group might meet for worship, or for study, or for specific mission tasks. Its life would be part of the broader tapestry of the centre’s activities, much as the life of the Cambourne church is part of the wider life of the community centre in which it is embedded.

It will be apparent, then, that the Methodist vision is to find a formula for social spirituality in Cottenham for the 21st century.  By this means, the kind of role that a Methodist chapel used to play in the secular and spiritual life of a community such as Cottenham in the 19th and 20th centuries might be expressed in our own day. 

� At the time of writing, building in Northstowe is scheduled to commence in 2009 or 2010. The population is intended eventually to reach 20 – 25,000.


� http://barhillchurch.com/component/option,com_frontpage/Itemid,1/


� http://www.cambournechurch.org.uk/home.html






